
 
 
 

August 15, 2005 
 
 
TO:  Virginia’s Secondary School 

Principals and Athletic Directors 
 
FROM: Tim Laurent Ed.D, VATL, ATC 

John Reynolds MS, VATL, ATC    
Virginia Athletic Trainers’ Association  

 
SUBJECT: Licensure of Athletic Trainers 
 
 
When hiring an Athletic Trainer, make certain they have obtained a license from the 
Virginia Board of Medicine.  This license must be issued prior to the individual 
working as an Athletic Trainer.  Unlicensed individuals working as Athletic Trainers in 
Virginia jeopardize their national certification and their ability to practice here and other 
states in the future.  To avoid possible sanctions, please ensure all individuals associated 
with your institution acting as athletic trainers are licensed by the Virginia Board of 
Medicine. 
 
As of July, 2004, Athletic Trainers practicing in the Commonwealth of Virginia must be 
licensed by the State Board of Medicine.  Individuals seeking licensure must be certified 
by the National Athletic Trainers’ Association Board of Certification and hold the ATC 
credential.  When all portions of the application have been received and verified by the 
Board of Medicine, the individual license will be granted and the Athletic Trainer may 
practice within the scope of the Athletic Training Practice Act.  A Provisional 
Authorization is available for those who are hired and expected to work before the 
application process is completed.  The Provisional Authorization may be requested by the 
applicant and employer once the application has been submitted.   
 
Additional information related to the licensure of Athletic Trainers can obtained from the 
following: 

• The Virginia Department of Health Professions: www.dhp.virginia.gov 
• The Virginia Athletic Trainers’ Association: www.vata.us  
• The Virginia High School League: www.vhsl.org 

 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
cc: Virginia Association of Secondary School Principals 
 Virginia Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association 

Virginia High School League 
Virginia Athletic Trainers’ Association 

 


